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Fear,
loyalty and
the winds
of change
n a
bellweather
political
precinct

History "Cdater -

INSIDE AUSTIN'S 325

ARTON HILLS Blementacy =

ﬂv-ltvn America’s version of the
licdle red schoolhowse. Each weckday,
cherabic commurers spring from rheir
wothars” statoowigon cupools and
flock ducifully inside t 3bsorb the
radiments of pew math, good atizen-
shup and old English

Dut several times every two years,
Barvon Hulls makes 3 majestic trans
formarkioa fram an  insumdonalized
Icarning ccnter into a bastion for
American domocragy Excrcamng »
200.year-old coastmurional  precoga.
tive, remdents from the sutroeading
South Austn aeighborhood coaverge
here to fight aty ball, decry bigh tax-
ex, proeest inflation, contaan  comma
nism, modcrnize cdecation, end war,
Mop Corruption, gt the rawals out
sad put chewr champuoas i

As buth 3 voumg place and com.
nl'lll;" ‘\‘ll-’lll"l’"_ n.l("'l 'l;‘l‘
Elomcntary catends an cascntaal fui
tion to the citizens of Austin Precinct
529, a carboa copy of thousands of
other paghbochoods acruss the coun-
try. It b de kind of ncighbochood
which most Amcrwcaas know best - 2
collection of ranchsryle houses om

By Dave Montgomery/Photos by Ray Adler

tree shaded lawns, reverheraring oa
Sumsday momings with she ataccato
whise of eodgers ond lawamowers,
The people who share its boundaric
are, with 3 few cxceprions, white,
middle income, Protestaneg, and = ar
lease from a political standpoint -
representstive of the country at large

It is whatr pollstcrs and polimticocs
describe 33 2 “bellwearher preciner”
During cvary cdoatos sme the lac
19603, the vote in Precinct 325 was
vireaally sdentical to that of the state
or muon. 2 faa wlhadh aabko 2 s
tistical microcosm of the larger popu
lhatkon. Nationzl eclevidion crews  se-
lected it a5 2 key precinct during the
1972 presidential clection 10 compale
uptant cdocton  cters. Polling  ca-
perts, armed with their omaipresent
dipboards and questionnsires, comb
325 for werks before cadh major clec-
tiom 1o gauge which way the wind is
blowiang. As housewife Deth Schesta
says, “We're $0 average, we'te unaver-
age

Few other precinas have just the
vght ingiohicnts w stian bellweastler
status, and consequenty, 32 i3 3 soa
tician's delight. Here, the term
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" maxed hnghbod"lﬂd" applcs to po
liticsl, rather than racal differences -
43 percont conservative, M perooM
libersl, 27 percent moderate. Republi-
cams sccount tor about 20 pervest of
the acighborhood population, miror
ing their underdog status on the srate
lovel. There are mosshacks aml Hag
wavers, boaghairs and blccd:ag hearcs.
There arc Beiscoe boosters zad Farcn-
thold famadics. Therc are Me.
Governites and Nixonites, the silcot
majority sad the vocal minoocy

Tl divcrsity of politicsl thowughe
is evident in the humper sockcrs oa
parked cars and the actions of their
owpers 3t elorrion ume. Far some,
poliviex i 2 resuls of heritage — Mrs.

Joha Coen, a descendant of Austia's

prestigioss  and politicially orwnted
Faulk family, &= Irrevexaldy  liberal
and Democrat. For others, polings s
acq-;red - Jome< and Beth Schesca
josned the Republican cause a9 college
students duning the placid days af
Eipenbower and remain fierccly loyal
l’uu;&h the rumuliuows cea of Warer.
gane.

Polital oppoutes like the Comimn

and Scbhostas, bowever, share a peage
ful coexistence in the serenicy of Aus-
vin subwrbia. The majorsy of their

doo't know = or condd cven
care — that living in Precince 325
makes them wnique. Liberalisen and
coascevatism, Watergare and war,
Democrars amd Republicans all take 2
distant backseat 10 the rourine bt
basic issucs that play 2 morc umpor
st part in their dayto day lives

I'bhe Pl l-uhklu thar str the
ncightorhood into protest are those
dosest o the lwune - Ik of ke
walks vn Barton Skyway, inadequate
bues service, encronchment of apare
mems, rodisscdag of high school
boundanes. Politics aotwithsranding,
the rexidentsy of 323 display o beparts
sso kindredship in seeking to peorect
their noighbothoud from e crosive
focces of urban growth that have lefe
their toll on ocher Austin neighbor-
h'l'\.

Awtin’s capudly chasging popula
Gon  pancrms, fact, have alecady
Jdsimed cae bellwesther precenct ther
wis cvea more cdassic than 325. So

‘The gut j)roblems that
stir protest are those closest to home.
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dassic, for example, that Time Maga.
rine used the varing roults from the
North Austin communiry as the havis
for changing its 1952 presadential
election cover from Adlai Stevenson
to Dwight Eisenbower Tulay, tha

ince is just 3a ordinary ecighbor
hood. and the same forces which
cobbed s specisl starm now threaten
575 “We uwsed w have somcthing all
w oerschves here,” laments Democrat.
ic preciney chairman Edward Putmaa,
*“Now I'm afraid we've been discov-
ercd.”

The diswovery is andcrstandable
Precinct 325 has plenty 1o offer, and
there are plenry of thkes 1w answer
the call of real cstate beokers and far-
vighted apartmens devclopers. Rising
and falling like a magc carper sloog
rock.ribbed hills which dot Awtn's
southwest perimeter, Precinct 515 s
an urban dewller’s vasis, siruaced
within cyeshos of the »atc capaol and
out of carshot of moumy traffic par
terns. Trs dosest Iink wirh ncon dut-
ter +s Lamar Avenue, 2 brawlhing
strerch of bars, takeout stands, service
stativms s0d signs offcring cveryrhing
trom Imagination with Plaster™ w
~Avocadoes — Four for $1.7

Although six blochs of Lamar
wompnsc the commuaity s eastern



houndary, the remainder of Precino
323 pomoaes » mraldike quality, giv
ing it a (eroaa ausosomy froes the
rese of Austin — as Purman describes
. "a feeling of solation.” Deer anidd
cabbyts graze on rolling, woodcd land
scapes. while Zilker Park to the south
provides 3 weehend meocca fur college
studones, frisbee-tossees and  froh-ais
enthusissrs. Commercialisam has yet to
pencteate the residental samcray of
323, where homc peices seldom dip
below $23 000

Unul receady, Precoct 425 suf.
fered — or as irs resideacs would
prguc ~ booefitted from the step-child
image amachcd o the Jarger pordoa
of South Austin. Bur as the north-
ward growth hegaa w chb, the mi
gration of people and prosperiry shift-
ed southward, bringuay mew derclop
ment and vew faces. Massive custens
of apartmenty and duplexes now rirm
the southwestern edge of 329, draw
oz 3 wansienc influx of college sto-
dents, miliwary peroapel from Beorg-
stromm Ak Foece Base and young mar
reds on the way up. The result gives
Precinct 323 2 divergent mixture
ranging the spectram from young and
old. mch amd oot so rich, imvolved
sw] uninvolved

Ope of the involved = Mrs. Conn. -

3 rapidfire, ponswop talker regardod
as ooe of the ncghborbood's most
distinguished citizens. She is the
daughter of former Ausrin Judge
Henry Faulk, and she rcmembess with
vivid darity the dayx when bee fame-

Iy occupicd the mansion that now
bouses Auerin's Green Pastures Kes-
raurant. Today, a8 the wife of 3 sav-
ings and loaa president. M. Coan i
an uptiring crusader for improved
care of the deaf, a vocal womesn 3
rights cader and 3 die-bhard loyalist ol
the Demoxratic party

*1 am 2 Doamocrat,” she declares
“A McGovern, Fareathold Democrar
Some of vur best fricnds are Republi
cane, bur I'm 3 Democrar, 1 alwar
lave becn, and 1 always will be.”” Her
staunch pardsamhip, however, o Rot
unapimous throughout the Conn
bouselold, Her busband styles hamself
33 an ndependent, 3 man whar vorcs
for the candidatc and noc the parry.
Rather than risk divition in the hoenc,
the couple avoids all discussion of
clection mswes, adhbering to Mrs
Conn's belicf that “differences over
politics and religion can do more
damage than any ocher salyece”

Pur ourside the howse, Mrs. Conn
pursucs hee party cuses with unwar-
ety ltcomrty, helping provide ehe
impctuy which makes the liber3l
Democratic faction the bestoiled po
Litscal force m the preciact. 1 canoot
separarc politics from cveryday life”
sy declares. “1 work sad | work, and
I vote and | vore, and my m3n scver
winy. Put one of these days, Il ger
lacky.”

Esplorimy the impler Efestyle in Precina
325 (from lefi) sehond bids arvivimg af
Bartor Halls Elementary; voler regidvation

campaign in @ laudromat; Joy Parker emoys
the Awstin sprimg wvih soms Darrem wndd Brend.

At 58, Mrs. Cona is the ancichesic
of the preciner’s rypical liberal Demo-
crat, who is more likely to be 3 sru.
deat or college professor from the
Universicy of Texas, The growing
studenr and faculey migranon ac
counts for the preciscr’'s mushrooming
liberal urength, a wend whach will
onc day crasc the bellwesrher paucre
if it cuntinucs ar the present rate

Noe sll of the sudents who make
their way to Prcanct 325, bowever,
sre cut trom libersl cloth Frank and
Darlene Jones stylc thomaselves a9
"pretty conservative” and fled o one
of the acighborhood’s aparrment
complexes m ewape the atmosphere
of campus life. "We came out here 10
got away lram the students, Ccom.
plainy Jones, 3 wary 24.year-old law
student from Plainview. "But ob
viously, we didn’t succeed.”

1he sharply coatrasting hifosyles
of the younger spartimen dwellen
aodd the oldcr homeowoners creMe 3
kissd of neighborhood gemeration gap
lo the post40 ser, the commumty
wxcial whirl evolves around the Bar.
ton Mills Garden Club, St. Marks
Epsscops! Charch and ke acighbor
hood PTA. To the student ser, the
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i Pl odrffuesion f people
and ideas creates melting pots.

soxcial hub iy the apartment pool or
ounside rhe orighborhood, along the
ampus el |

“We're evolving loto 3 mixture
now.” says Edward Purman, a3 UT
coonomics teacher who has beea the
Democratic precinct chaiwrman for
more than 2 year, "Once we were 2
selfconrained vair, molated (romm the
rost of the city. Thisgs were shower
then, and we liked . Now the tre-
weadous epsurge in growth is chang
ing our old swuecmous image. We're
0ot 33 remote s we used to be.”

Putman, now 49, moved his wile
and so0 g0 the nel more
thao 3 decade ago, before freeway

development 3ad the southward ¢x-

sosion of busincss and commerce
Eepn chaaging the population make-
up of Sowth Awtin, la additoo to the
pew sredent population, pockess of
Cuicanocs and blacks are speonting wp

on the outrkirts of the precinet 2ad
could witmately cut iato the scigh
boshood to give it an ethaic as well
as a polatical max. Presencly, Procanc
325 @ vircvally all-wheee, sichough 3
few Chicanoes, indoding legisiative
candidare Goaxalo Barnenton, live junt
within the precisct boendancs.

The diffusion of people and idex
creates political melting pos sach
the 2600, hlock of Rockingham, which
is home for two liberal graduar s
dencs, an elderly comservanve Do
crac and 3 Repoblican family

The Republicans are the Jama
Schestas — be's 3 40-year-old electron.
iy engineer, sad she's 3 M-yeowr-old
social worker and bowscwife. Aed
both, says Bcth Schboata, are "“simccrc
Republicass” whose party roots be g
taking bold when they werc tcco-
agers

ITheir polical philosophics and
courtship were boch spawocd 10 what
Mss. Schestn’ describes as “the do

ing ea” of the Jare 1940: and
carly 19505, They met uader wafor
tuaare conditions 33 paticnts at 3
children’s hospital, where he was
beiog treated for polio and she for >
e spinal sdldene. Lacer, as somloes  a
“ difficrent  colleges, they were iafle-
coced by the molationist conservirism
of the tmes, particularly by the xxiv
ities of Texas Demoxratic Congroes-
man Weight Morrow, who led the
state’s coogrestional delegation o of
his own party’s catioeal convention in
of Exscahower. They remain
fashful © the GOP wday, despite che
anguizh of national scamdal
(Comtimmed om Page 17)

Two politsal lioms im Precemat 123 Democratic prrecimct cherrman Fdward

Putnam and Mrs, Jobn Coan, whe stroaply belseves v crasading for camses.
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The urban gremlins'" #} Howokmigifito it own:

are headed for 325.  |How your handwriting

The sambling bome on the corner
bas been the Sehestas” casche sioce they
moved to Austin in rhe mid-1960s
{vom the Dallas suburb of Riclsard
soun. Like other hig<ity migranc who
escaped the Decuic advasioes of met-
ropolizan life, they eatol dhe viemaes of
Austie with glowing praise They
secall with bitter anquish the endlcss

ceaffic snarls, the soaring crime f3te, -

the umbeells of pollution and other
daily agooies thar blemished their life
i the Dallas metroplex, and they are

woefully apprehensive thar the same *
grembion will invade the Utopian pas-

adisc of 32%.

Nevert! . the first troops 3l

ready are croming the border. “Each
day, speeding Coastruction trucks roar
slong pearby Barwon Skyway, posiag
both » safery hamed to the Schestas”
two pre teeaage childrea and aa inds
eacion that the development boom is
showing lide  sigos of decreasing
Other unwelcome visitors also have
spparently discovered 325 — Mrs.
Sebesta recalls 3 toral ahsence

crimcwbcathefmilynwvcdinnbe
years ago, but jest 3 few months sgo
onc of their el was mugged o

" his garage. "U'm afraid” she laments,
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James Dyess, 3 grologist for the
Seate Water Developmens board, also
hss notced the change. “We used
be a litle pocket of people who were
here because we wanted 1© be” be
reminisces. “Now wc've had so many
people moving in and movieg owt,
we're jost not the same And «'s aot
necessarily good.”

The not-so-subde chaages wnkiltrar
mg Precince 325 provide the catalyst
dhat turns ordinary suburbanites ineo

politicsl activests, Mrs Joe Guodea, »

raven-baired 30d willowy mother of

ewo. threaters  with incrcasn fre
.

quency thar she Will run for Iac
school board one ol these
eradicate what she feels is blauinaz
unfairness by the Austin school sys-
tetn toward the m:ghbut?un;d school
children. As 2 result of 3 controvcrsial
redistricung oeder, high school sta
deats 3re now bused across wowa to
the inmer city Awstin High School
sresd of the doser Crockerr, That and
more tourine cducation problems o
the peighborbood stir Mn. Guedea to
furious protcst, 1 harass the school
boatd all the timc,” she asserte. "I'm
aot going to sir here 3ad ler thomn

-’IY\ to

. put the sCrews 1o mc — some day.

Someday the changes

A u-.{y in contrasts the 7-Elesen with its weom sign awd camoers ow Barton Creck.

will erase 325 bellwea




when 1 gre ny kids raised, ' goung
to be on thar hoard ™

Ier diminwtive fearires offer a
deceptive weil o what are obvicusly
deep-searcd foelioge. In conrrast w the
"Mcliovernste, Parenthuld Democrat
i~ lcaniags of Mee. Coan. Mrs. Gue-
Jdea Is a "Nixonite Repoblican.™

“Surc, 1 vowed for Noxon,” sl
declares. “Hle was the lesser of (wo
cvila. The other was Mcsovern, 20d |
waa't ready for the hippics O take
ovet 1 ctill believe in haircuss, I
stull levc ynu tm'd luv( your
ears clean, 1 still bdicve you should
take bathe "

ther status.

un L 2 ol .
ac o S L LI E
fathet Of two boys and 3 gil and an
arch foc of the neon sgn o the npew
ly coastracred Scven-Licven Store, the
<kelctal frame of a futurc apartmen
complex and an cqually now dry
cleaning =srabishmeot. He is a »ell-
designated cnemy of the urhan sprawl
and wocsl champion of trees, cwrbless
country style lanes and anything grecn
snd growing “We have a deligheful
rhood out bere,” be declares
with parental pride akin w 2 chamber
of commerce boostcr “And aow, the
integrity of that acighborhood is
being theearencd by chaoge. We doa’t

- ’n!?,! chang . but 11 s NOC Orocrly
M Ihdee ateaw of what it will do.”

But, goxd or bad, the dange ©
commg, hinging with it 2 potential
facelife thar will crase Precinct 42%'¢
special bellweather starus and make it
juse another cog 0 the wheel of or.
ban progress. The dipbuard Carrymg
pollsters will cease their biennial pil-
Erumnagc, the national televison (rews
will look clsewhere for the typical
American vote Preciner 315 will oo
longer be average, ke will jusc be oodi
nary

-
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The vacation that goes on and on
The solid investment that kasts snd
lasts. Call us about it. We've been
buikding fun in Dollas
for 24 years.
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