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B A R T O N  H I L L S  N E I G H B O R H O O D  A S S O C I A T I O N

A Quarterly Newsletter October 2010

B A R T O N  H I L L S  N E W S

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, OCT. 26  6-8 pm

Join us at St. Mark’s Church (corner of  
Barton Skyway & Barton Hills Dr.)
All are welcome! Social hour and good-
by party for Kay Killen 6 
pm. Italian dinner $7 (note 
new price).
              

AGENDA
7:00    Call to Order/Welcome
7:05    Hats off  to Kay Killen!
7:15    Administrative Business
7:20    Election of  New Officers
7:25    Beautification Committee Up-

date
7:35    Neighborhood Watch
7:45    Greenbelt Guardians Update
7:55    Austin Neighborhood Council 

Update
8:00    Adjourn

In This Issue:

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
John Luther, Chair, Barton Hills Neighborhood Watch Program

Barton Hills continues to have an active and growing volunteer 
Neighborhood Watch program. Residents are signing up to patrol on 
shifts of  one hour per week to add additional security to our neigh-
borhood. As a result of  the efforts of  these dedicated individuals, 
the crime rate remains low in Barton Hills. However, there is always 
room for more patrol volunteers and for all residents to join the 
Neighborhood Watch program and keep an eye on their immediate 
area. The simple act of  watching who comes and goes on your street 
can make a big difference toward reducing criminal activity.  Burglars 
operating during the day generally do not want to risk being spotted 
or their license plate being noted. An alert resident getting the mail 
or newspaper can deter a potential burglar. So, if  you volunteer for 
Neighborhood Watch Patrol or maintain a sharp eye while at home, 
you can be a part of  the solution to crime reduction. Stay alert and 
don’t hesitate to call 911 if  you see something or someone that raises 
your concern. The police will thank you and Neighborhood Watch 
will thank you.

These APD statistics indicate that we need to be more alert as a 
neighborhood. Additional patrol and in-home volunteers can make a 
difference. Do you want to be part of  the solution?

         Barton Hills Crime Stats    July       August    September

         Burglary of  Residence         4          5               7
         Burglary of  Vehicle             4          2               7

Sadly, by the time you read this, Barton Hills will have lost one 
of  its strongest supporters and dedicated at-home volunteers. Kay 
Killen will have left for new digs north of  the river. Kay always knew 
what was happening on her street and was a leader in keeping her 
neighbors informed about the importance of  Neighborhood Watch 
and its role in providing security for all. She will be an asset to her 
new neighborhood and a formidable foe to any bad guys unlucky 
enough to venture onto her new street.  I will miss her. 

ANC REP NEEDED
The Austin Neighborhoods Council (ANC) 
representative attends regular meetings of  
the ANC, a coordinating body for the efforts 
of  Austin area neighborhood groups. This 
group strives to make a positive contribution 
to Austin through the betterment of  our 
neighborhoods and the promotion of  civic 
awareness. According to the ANC website, 
the South-Central Sector meets the second 
Saturday of  every month:

www.ancweb.org/
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Barton Hills News
The Barton Hills Neighborhood Association newsletter is pub-
lished quarterly and supported by advertisers. It is distributed to 
homes in the Barton Hills neighborhood of  Austin, TX in January, 
April, July, and October. For more information on membership 
or neighborhood affairs, contact the appropriate person below. 

2010 Executive Committee

President - Wendy Papasan  
          (512) 297-9431  (wpapasan@kw.com)
Vice President - Penley McQueen  
          (penley_mcqueen@yahoo.com)
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep - VACANT
          (your name here?)
Newsletter Editor - Jennifer Cook  
          (jenncook@austin.rr.com)
Secretary - Meredith Weiss  
          (meredith.weiss@gmail.com)
Treasurer - Ellen Pitluk
          (pitluklaw@aol.com)

Committee Chairs

Committee on Area Development - Peter Hess  
          (phess@mail.utexas.edu)
Greenbelt Guardians - Glee Ingram  
          (gleeful@earthlink.net)
Neighborhood Watch - John Luther  
          (jluther@austin.rr.com)
Beautification Ad Hoc Committee - Jennifer Mathis-Volk  
          (jenvolk@gmail.com)

Learn more about us at www.bartonhills.org!

This newsletter was printed on 100% recycled paper. 

2010 EVENTS CALENDAR

Oct. 26    Neighborhood meeting

Oct. 29    Barton Hills Elementary Carnival

Dec. 10    SOS Holiday Party

Do you have a neighborhood event that you would like to 
see included in the newsletter? Send it to Jennifer Cook at 
jenncook@austin.rr.com at least one month before the next 
general meeting date. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I vividly remember my first encoun-
ter with “the neighborhood hat lady.” 
Our first year in Barton Hills, my 
son newly born, my husband and I 
strolled down to take in the parade. 
There she was, resplendent in red, 
white, and blue and of  course a color-
ful, patriotic hat. She might have been 
in charge of  the parade that year, and 

of  course it was an event to remember. Maybe it was the 
post-pregnancy hormones, but I cried when she led us in 
the pledge. I remember her speaking, a distinct voice with 
a twang only a Texan could pull off. And a Texas-size per-
sonality, flamboyant and outgoing enough to match even the 
craziest hat.

If  you haven’t guessed by now, I’m talking about Kay 
Killen, a friend to many, who has lived in the neighborhood 
for a more than a decade and served our neighborhood in 
so many ways. I sadly report that Kay is moving north of  
the river.

Please join us for cake, stories, and celebration of  all 
things Kay (wear a hat, of  course) at the next neighborhood 
meeting, October 26. Party for Kay at 6 p.m., neighborhood 
meeting at 7 p.m. Hats off  to her!

Warmly,

Wendy Papasan 

 

NEW BHNA TREASURER
Your neighbor, Ellen Pitluk, 
is glad to be a part of  Barton 
Hills.  Currently, she is a rule 
reader and interpreter by trade, 
believes that living in the mo-
ment is the best she can do, 
and remains completely curi-
ous about life.  Her goal is to 
ride a bike from the bottom to 
the top of  Wilke Street with-
out stopping.  After that, she 

plans to climb Mt. Everest without the aid of  oxygen 
tanks and barefooted.  Ellen is counting on her husband, 
Lee, and two adult children to stop her... from riding the 
bike, that is, because Wilke is a very steep hill.
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The Austin Parks Foundation, in collaboration with the 
Hill Country Conservancy, American Youthworks En-
vironmental Corps, the City of  Austin Parks and Rec-
reation Department, and a host of  volunteer groups, 
is embarking on a big project September 2010 through 
December 2011 to restore the Barton Creek Greenbelt 
Trail and surrounding landscape.

On June 8, The Austin Parks Foundation was 
awarded a $105,000 grant from Impact Austin. With 
partner Hill Country Conservancy, this helps fund a 
$215,000 project for 2011 to evaluate, develop a plan, 
and implement a series of  improvements along the 
eight-mile main trail of  Barton Creek Greenbelt, run-
ning from Zilker Park to Camp Craft Road.

Assistance will be provided by a team of  five Amer-
ican Youthworks Environmental Corps members with 
experience working on park and trail improvements in 
parks in Austin as well as Texas state parks and national 
parks. The official project will begin in January 2011 
and will be completed in December 2011.

The primary focus is to identify the true prob-
lem spots of  the trail with severe erosion, flood dam-
age, compaction, or other issues. Invasive species along 
the trail  will be removed whenever possible and native 
plants and trees will be restored.

The Austin Parks Foundation will host some big 
(and many small) volunteer workdays. A $15,000 grant 
from REI will allow the Austin Parks Foundation to or-
ganize 25 volunteer workdays (and purchase tools). This 
Volunteer Corps efforts will begin in September 2010 
and continue through December 2011, focusing primar-
ily on invasive species removal and treatment, with some 
trail work as well. Efforts will focus on invasives such as 
ligustrum, chinaberry, and nandina.

Special thanks to everyone who helped on Nation-
al Trails Day, September 25. More opportunities will be 
announced soon: 

http://austinparks.org/bartoncreek.html

GREENBELT GRANTS
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PEST MANAGEMENT
Wizzie Brown, the A&M AgriLife Extension 

Mosquitoes have become a problem with the heavy 
rains we’ve been having lately. You can follow these tips 
to help deal with mosquitoes.
• Drain all standing water. Check low-lying areas in the 

yard, dishes under flower pots, pet bowls, buckets, 
tree holes, wheelbarrows or garden carts, even lids 
and soda cans.

• For water that cannot be drained (pet water bowls, 
bird baths, rainwater collection barrels) you can use 
mosquito dunks (aka Bacillus thuringiensis var. israelen-
sis).

• Avoid being outside during peak mosquito activity 
times of  dusk and dawn.

• Prune areas with thick vegetation to reduce hiding 
areas for the mosquitoes. These areas also can be 
treated with a pesticide.

• Keep window and door screens in good repair.
• Use fans to keep air moving.
• Use repellent with active ingredients such as DEET, 

picaridin, or oil of  lemon eucalyptus.
• Make sure pets are protected against heartworms, 

which are transmitted by mosquitoes.

I’ve also been getting calls about fluffy, white flying things 
in backyards or falling out of  trees. I finally tracked the 
critters down and identified them as woolly aphids. 
These aphids are small and look like most other aphids, 
but they secrete a waxy covering over their body (this is 
the “fluff ”). Some of  the woolly aphids have wings and 
can fly, but not all are winged. These aphids do not harm 
the trees, but the large amounts of  honeydew that they 
produce can be annoying. Honeydew is a sticky substance 
that can get on plants and lead to sooty mold growth. 
It also can get on vehicles or patio furniture and create 
a mess. If  you find that you are battling these aphids, 
you can spray the tree with high-pressure water. Treat-
ment with a pesticide generally is not needed, but if  you 
choose a pesticide option, a professional should be hired 
to treat large trees.

For more information or help with identification, 
contact Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service 
Program Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out my blog 
at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

 

New: fresh flowers, helium balloons,  movie rental machine

Tai Chi
S. Lamar
Wm. Cannon
Downtown
Hyde Park
Allandale
Far West

AustinTaiChi.com      916-8919

RECYCLING NO-NOS
Jorjanna Price

Austin’s recycling program has expanded in recent 
years, but certain items should never be placed in the 
recycling cart. These items cannot be recycled by the 
city or cause problems with the automated recycling 
machinery. Please do not toss these throw-aways in the 
recycling cart:

•  Pizza delivery boxes (oils contaminate the box)
•  Styrofoam (take to Cycled Plastics in North Aus-

tin)
•  Plastic bags (many grocery stores and Target re-

cycle bags)
•  Wire coat hangers (dry cleaners accept these)
•  Plastic toy balls 
•  Garden hoses
•  Yard trimmings (set this out for a separate weekly 

collection)
•  Food waste
• Helium or propane tanks (take these to the city’s 

drop-off  facility)
•  Large metal items like frying pans and metal pipes
•  Large plastic items like furniture
•  Medical waste 

More information is at austinrecycles.com.
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FOSTER PET CARE
Every day the Town Lake Animal Center, the only open 
intake shelter in the area, takes in nearly 100 animals. Ev-
ery day. Some of  these animals are lost and reunited with 
their owners quickly. Some of  these lost pets are never 
found by their owners. Most of  the time, we just don’t 
know why or how they ended up homeless,  but TLAC is 
there to offer shelter, food and water, a soft place to sleep 
and a chance at a new life. The most fragile among them 
need more than the four walls of  a kennel and the time 
it takes to find a new forever home; they need foster care 
and they need it fast. TLAC’s Foster Program has saved 
nearly 700 animals already this year, but many more need 
your help. All it takes is a little room, a little time and a lot 
of  love to give to the most fragile, helpless animals in our 
care. Please contact me if  you think you can help and see 
videos of  animals  who need foster care NOW.

Sarah Hammond, TLAC Foster Coordinator
1156 W. Cesar Chavez        512-972-6071      
www.rescueapetnow.com

 

SETTLEMENT HOME FOR 
CHILDREN

��th Annual Charity Garage Sale
   Nov. � - 7   Palmer Events Center

   Free parking all three days
   Friday 10am - 7pm: $5 admission
   Saturday 10am - 5pm: Free
   Sunday 10am - 2pm & 3pm - 5pm box sale: Free

Founded in 1916, the Settlement Home for Children 
is an all-woman volunteer organization that operates a 
home for girls who have been abused or neglected.

www.settlementhome.org 

 

BLOCK PARTIES
Over twenty years ago, the residents of  Deerfoot Trail 
(the “Deerfoot Denizens”) began a tradition of  block 
parties. One success is the Carousing Gourmet potluck 
party. Residents on Mountainview Drive also have block 
parties. 

For Halloween, check out the party on Foxwood 
Cove. In years past, residents have gathered to hand out 
toothbrushes (and treats, including non-candy goodies 
like stickers) to trick-or-treaters... and wine and beer to 
their chaperones. It’s no coincidence one of  the resi-
dents is a retired dentist.

For more Halloween information and family 
events in general, check out the Barton Hills Families 
listserv: BH_Families@yahoogroups.com
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WHEN TO CALL �11
Do you call 311 or 911? Call 911 if  an emergency or crime is in progress. Don’t 
hesitate! Call 311 to get information on trash and recycling collection or street 
closures. Call 311 to report potholes, malfunctioning traffic or street lights, animal 
issues, graffiti, code violations, and non-emergency police matter. In addition, you 
can submit a number of  service requests online at www.austin311.org. 

 

FALL LANDSCAPING DAY AT  
BARTON HILLS ELEMENTARY

Sunday, October 17, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., bring your shovels, wheelbarrows, 
and gardening tools to Barton Hills Elementary. Volunteers will plant natives in 
the new stone bed up from the basketball court, help work on beds adopted by 
Brownies, Girl Scouts, and Boy Scoutss, and plant two trees. The 2009-2010 sixth 
graders will seed the hillside with native wildflowers. Thanks to Mr. Van Nort and 
his students for this wonderful gift to the school and community. 

This event may be over by the time this newsletter is delivered. But did you know Barton Hills Elementary has 
a vegetable garden? It was started last year and is between the gym and portables. Volunteers are needed. Contact 
Beatriz Mejia if  interested; visit the Barton Hills Elementary PTA website: www.bhepta.com

DOES YOUR FINANCIAL
ADVISOR KNOW YOUR
FINANCIAL GOALS?
IF NOT, LET'S TALK.

Beth Whalen
Financial Advisor
.

3001 South Lamar Blvd
Suite 240
Austin, TX 78704
512-804-5348

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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2010 MEMBERSHIP FORM
Join or review your membership in the Barton Hills Neighborhood Association. Annual dues are $10/house-
hold. Make checks payable to BHNA and mail them to Barton Hills Neighborhood Association, PO Box 
20�2, Austin TX 78768-20�2 . You can pay dues online (with a $1 PayPal service fee) at www.bartonhills.
org/membership.html. If  you pay online, send an email to barton_hills-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to be 
added the list server. 

Your Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Other 18+ members of  your household: __________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________

     Sign Me Up!  I/we wish to receive email from the BHNA listserver.

     I am interested in getting more involved in neighborhood activities. Please contact me. 

WHY JOIN THE BHNA?
Your $10 gives you access to a listserv with useful information from your 
neighbors:

 * lost and found pets     * free furniture    * contractor recommendations           
 * crime alerts                 * event tickets      * babysitters or pet walkers

The listserv can send you a daily “batch,” which is a single email with all the 
posts. Subject lines are listed first, so you can scan the first few lines of  the 
email and delete if  you don’t see anything that interests you. 

www.bartonhills.org

Check out the new, improving web-
site, www.bartonhills.org (all info 
is still available at www.bhna.net). 
The site has Neighborhood Watch 
info, links to crime data, legislators, 
tax info, school links, parks, road 
closures, and city offices. 

BARTON HILLS ELEMENTARY CARNIVAL: OCT. 29
Barton Hills Elementary School’s 39th Annual Fall Carnival, the school’s primary fundraiser each year, will be Friday, 
October 29, at 6:30 pm. This year the theme is “All Around Austin.” 

You can support Barton Hills Elementary and its students by making a donation to the Carnival. Proceeds are 
used to directly benefit the students by funding additional programs, software, teaching materials, and scholarships 
throughout the year. The generosity of  local businesses and individual sponsors makes the Carnival a success and 
positively impacts every student, teacher, and parent at Barton Hills Elementary. The cash value of  your contribution 
to Barton Hills Elementary PTA, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is tax deductible. All business donor names are 
displayed on the Sponsor’s Board on Carnival night and on the PTA website: www.bhepta.com. Certain individual 
sponsor levels also receive placement on the school marquee. To become a sponsor, contact Shannon Noble, Carnival 
Chair, at 422-4519 or visit www.bhepta.com. You may also purchase and donate a wristband, or donate the wristband 
that comes with your sponsorship, to a BHE student who would otherwise be unable to attend.

Volunteers, please visit www.mysignup.com/BHECarnival. On behalf  of  the students, teachers, parents, princi-
pal, and staff  of  Barton Hills Elementary, thank you in advance for your time and generous contribution!
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GOT A 
SCOOP?

Seen something extraor-
dinary? Reviewing a new 
restaurant? Neighbor 
deserving of  recognition? 
Throwing a block party? 
Let your newsletter editor 
know: 

jenncook@austin.rr.com

I love Barton Hills!

 

OVER 300 BRands Of BEER
Mix ‘eM up 6-packs!

& WinE Out thE Wa-zOO

BaRtOn hills
fOOd MaRt
2900 s. LaMar
@ Barton skyway

BEAUTIFICATION  
COMMITTEE

The BHNA Beautification Committee (an ad 
hoc committee originally called the Art Com-
mittee) held its first meeting early September. 
The committee has three projects: (a) oak wilt 
signage (“February to June: Don’t Prune”), (b) 
a joint project with the Barton Hills Elementary 
PTA for improvement to the school playground 
and park area using funds left over from the 
Rolling Stones donation and funds provided by 
the PTA, and (c) work with Stephen Dubov of  
Art on the Way regarding options for future 
installations along Barton Skyway.

Areas for consideration include re-seeding 
of  wildflowers in the Barton Parkway median, 
neighborhood “entrances,” and possible per-
manent landscaping for the easement and wall 
along Barton Skyway. Jennifer Mathis-Volk 
chairs the committee. 

www.bar tonhi l l s .org


